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From the editor

FUNdraising season 
is in full swing 
with Galas Galore!

Joey Cee, Publisher & Editor

Winter/Spring 2018
V.1 On-Line Edition

HOToronto Magazine, in its commitment  to keeping you informed and enlightened, continues to present you 
with a host of new on-line download magazine titles. This magazine is dedicated to one of our famous pastimes 
- fundraising.  GALAvanting Magazine is an online DIGITAL publication, available as a free download 
designed to be of interest to the consumer and trade sectors alike. We have compiled for you, a list of galas 
and major fundraisers that basically put the FUN into FUNdraising. In subsequent updated issues we will be 
featuring Golf Tournaments and additional fundraising events.

The information compiled in this issue is derived from many sources, solicited and unsolicited. Our team of 
writers and photographers have been covering such galas for more than 20 years, and each year there are more 
and more such events popping up all over the city and throughout the GTA. For most, it is hard to keep up 
with the variety of gala events that want us to attend and support their particular cause. All of them worthy of 
consideration. 

Although this information is being transmitted to you via free subscription or as a digital download, it will only 
be available in this format seasonally, updated accordingly as the urgency of the information requires us to offer 
a new version. You will note the updated version of GALAvanting by the version code at the top of this page or 
by the new cover. At all times you can simply go to www.HOToronto.com or www.TorontoOnDemand.ca and 
click on the Galas & Fundraisers link to acquire detailed updates and additions as they become available. 

If you have a fundraising event you wish to be listed, please send the details of your event to us at 
hotoronto@rogers.com. We will do our best to get it posted and get the word out.

Don’t forget to check out our other new line of digital publications which are also available as free downloads. 

A HOToronto Publication

 
If you have a FUNDRAISING EVENT you would like us to know about, 

send the details of your event to:

HOToronto@rogers.com
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INDEX

A Cure In The Future Gala
A Night To Shine

ACDR: A Red Carpet Affair
AGO Midnight Massive Party

Amici Spa Gala
Barbados Ball

Best Work Places in Canada Awards
Big Night Out

Black Diamond Ball
Black on Bay Ball

Canadian Film Centre Gala
Conn Smythe Sports Celebrities

CVC Conservation Gala
Dare To Dream Out Loud Gala

Difference Makers Gala
Dragon Ball

Dream With Scientists
Eat To The Beat
Emmanuel Jal

Fight to End Cancer
First Annual Fundraising Gala

Great Valentine Gala
Hand In Hand Gala
Have A Heart Gala
Heart of Fashion

Heart To Heart Gala
Hearts and Roses Affair

It’s Always Something Gala
Jamaica College Old Boys Assoc

Kay Livingstone Celebration
Laugh out Loud: Jay Leno

Limitless Gala
Liveright Gala

Love Does Gala 2018
Mirror Ball

Motion Ball 2018
Night To Nurture Gala

OH! What A Night Gala
One Love Gala: The Power of Love

Operanation
Over the Rainbow Disco Gala

PFLAG Canada Durham
Power Ball XX

Project FLOW Fundraiser
Raise The Stakes: All In One

Red Tie Affair
Ryan’s Rays Gala Dinner

Ryerson Together
Sakura Gala

Scrubs In The City
Shout Out for Sheena’s Place

Simorgh Gala
South Asian Ball

Starlight Childrens Foundation Gala
The Bond of Perfection

The Chocolate Ball
The Giving Hearts Gala

The Grand Gala: Valentines Edition
The Sinai Soiree

Thulir Annual Dinner
Toronto Taste

UAC Gala
Unmasking Dyslexia Valentines Masquerade Ball

Valentines Day Masquerade Ball
Valentines Gala Caledon

Versailles Gala
Victory Charity Ball

Visionary Gala
Vive Le Belle Epoque
Wilson Project Gala

Yellow Brick House Gala

LISTED GALAS  
AT A GLANCE

HISTORY TRANSFORMED
INTO A PLACE OF BEAUTY

The Historic Eglinton Theatre opened its 
doors in 1936 and closed in April 2002. 
In 2003, this designated historical land-
mark’s lease was acquired by Dynamic 
Hospitality and Entertainment Group 
who transformed it back to its original 
1930’s art-deco grandeur and convert 

it into a special events venue. Renamed 
the Eglinton Grand, it has since played 
host to many galas, special events and 
weddings. Once you visit and discover 
this venue, you will marvel in it’s trans-
formation from a historic theatre to a  
modern  first-class venue suitable for 

any event. Located just west of Avenue 
Road on Eglinton Avenue.
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At bb Blanc, we take pride in our ability 

to continuously put a unique twist on the 

simplest things. The ones that will make your 

event original and memorable for years to 

come. As leaders in entertainment, we strive 

to ensure our customers get the best that our 

industry has to offer.

The distinction in any event is always in the 

fine details. Whether it’s general ideas, or 

specific features, we got you covered. bb Blanc 

has a proven method to ensure all of your 

important details are organized and executed 

to create impressions that last a lifetime.

To learn more about  
bb Blanc, scan the code 

above, or visit bbblanc.com

AUDIOVISUAL PRODUCTION • EXTRAORDINARY ENTERTAINMENT

Tel: 416.360.0440     Email: info@bbblanc.com     Web: www.bbblanc.com

Address: 101 Innovation Drive, Suite 5, Woodbridge, Ontario L4H 0S3

EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE



 
  
YOUR GUIDE TO THE BEST GALAS

February 2
MOTION BALL 2018
Liberty Grand
In Support of Special Olympics 
Canada Foundation
www.motionball.com

February 2
SIMORGH GALA 2018
Chateau Le Parc Event Centre
In Support of Iranian Canadian 
Congress
Info: info@iccongress.ca

February 2
UAC GALA
Hart House/ U of T
In Support of United Against 
Cancer
www.uac.sa.utoronto.ca

February 3
NIGHT TO NURTURE GALA
Metro Toronto Convention 
Centre, North Bldg.
In Support of The Grocery 
Foundation
www.groceryfoundation.com

February 7
67TH CONN SMYTHE 
SPORTS CELEBRITIES 
DINNER + AUCTION
Fairmont Royal York Hotel
In Support of Easter Seals 
Ontario
www.easterseals.org

February 9
VALENTINE’S GALA
Royal Ambassador Banquet 
Hall, Caledon
In Support of Caledon East 
Revitalization
Info: 416-705-8970 or 416-
805-1316

February 9
THE GIVING HEARTS GALA
Hazelton Manor
In Support of Sunnybrook 
Hospital
www.sunnybrook.ca

February 10
LAUGH OUT LOUD:
A NIGHT WITH JAY LENO
Toronto Congress Centre
In Support of Trillium Health 
Partners
www.trilliumgiving.ca

February 10
THE BOND OF PERFECTION
Canadian Coptic Centre
1245 Eglinton Ave. W.
In Support of Orthodox 
Christian Student Assoc.
Tickets: 647-895-3507

February 10
LOVE DOES GALA 2018
Oakville Conference + Banquet 
Centre
In Support of The Women’s 
Centre of Halton
www.thewomenscentreofhalton.com

February 10
DRAGON BALL 2018
Metro Toronto 
Convention Centre
In Support of Yee Hong Centre
www.yeehongdragonball.org

February 10
THE HEARTS AND ROSES 
AFFAIR: VALENTINE GALA
The Grand Luxe Event Boutique
In Support of Sickkids 
Foundation
www.sickkidsfoundation.com

February 10
VALENTINE’S DAY 
MASQUERADE BALL
Courtyard Marriott Toronto/
Brampton
Info: 647-248-9850

February 10
A CURE IN THE FUTURE 
GALA
Bellevue Manor, Vaughan
In Support of Princess 
Margaret Cancer Foundation
www.thepmcf.ca/events.com

February 15
CANADIAN FILM CENTRE
2018 ANNUAL GALA 
+ AUCTION
Ritz Carlton
In Support of Canadian Film 
Centre
www.gala.cfccreates.com

February 16
RYERSON TOGETHER 
CHARITY GALA
Chelsea Hotel
In Support of Covenant House 
+ Evergreen Yonge Street Mis-
sion
www.eventbrite.ca

February 17
KAY LIVINGSTONE 
CELEBRATION
Courtyard Marriott Hotel
475 Yonge Street
In Support of Congress of 
Black Women of Canada

February 17
UNMASKING DYSLEXIA 
VALENTINE’S 
MASQUERADE BALL
@ Scottish Rites, 4 Queen 
Street South, Hamilton
In Support of The Learning 
Centre for Hamilton
www.eventbrite.ca

February 18
THE GRAND GALA: 
VALENTINE’S DAY EDITION
Red Rose Convention Centre, 
Mississauga
www.eventbrite.ca

February 24
AMICI SPA GALA
Terrace Banquet Centre – 
Vaughan
In Support of Cancer Care/
Markham Stouffville Hospital
www.msh.on.ca

February 24
ACDR: A RED CARPET 
AFFAIR
Harmony Creek Community 
Centre, Oshawa
In Support for AIDS 
Committee of Durham Region
Info: events@aidsdurham.com

February 24
BLACK DIAMOND BALL
Fairmont Royal York Hotel
In Support of Artxperiential
Info: info@artxperiential.com

February 24
HAVE A HEART GALA
Brighton Convention 
+ Events Centre
2155 McNicoll Avenue
In Support of Wyatt’s Warriors 
CHD (Congenital Hart Defects 
Foundation)
www.wyattswarriors.ca





February 24
A NIGHT TO SHINE
Riviera Events + Convention 
Centre, Vaughan
In Support of Sara Elizabeth 
Centre
www.blueveil.org

February 25
PROJECT F.L.O.W. 
FUNDRAISER
Presidente Banquet Hall, 
Concord
In Support of St. Elizabeth 
Catholic High School
Info: Delbert.allan@ycdsb.ca

March 1
VIVE LE BELLE EPOQUE!
The Carlu
In Support of National Ballet 
School
www.nbs.emb.ca

March 3
ONE LOVE GALA: 
THE POWER OF LOVE
Elite Banquet Hall 
+ Convention Centre
1850 Albion Road
www.onelove150.com

February 3
34th GREAT VALENTINE 
GALA
Fairmont Royal York Hotel
In Support of The Canadian 
Foundation for Physically 
Disabled Persons
www.cfpdp.com

February 24
HEART TO HEART GALA
Deer Creek Golf + Banquet 
Facility, Ajax
In Support of Catholic Family 
Services
www.sdurham.com

March 1
RAISE THE STAKES: ALL IN 
ONE CASINO NIGHT
Joseph D. Carrier Art Gallery
901 Lawrence Ave. West
In Support of Villa Charities
www.villacharities.com

March 2
YELLOW BRICK HOUSE 
GALA
Le Parc Banquet Hall
In Support of Yellow Brick 
House
www.yellowbrickhouse.org

March 4
FIRST ANNUAL 
FUNDRAISING GALA
Maple Banquet Hall
In Support of Yes2Iraq
www.yes2iraq.com

March 10
3OTH ANNIVERSARY 
JAMAICA COLLEGE OLD 
BOYS ASSOCIATION
Pearson Convention Centre, 
Brampton
In Support of JCOBACA

March 19
VISIONARY GALA
The Daniels Spectrum
In Support of Canada Helps/ 
Visions of Science
www.vosni.org

March 24
RED TIE AFFAIR
The Royalton
In Support of Sickkids
www.sickkids.ca

March 24
2018 GALA – PFLAG 
CANADA DURHAM REGION
Polish Veteran’s – Sikorski Hall, 
Oshawa
In Support of Pflag Canada’s 
Durham Region
www.pflagdurhamregion.com/
gala

March 24
BLACK ON BAY BALL
Arcadian Court
In Support of Canadian Assoc. 
of Urban Financial Professionals
www.caufp.ca

March 28
DREAM WITH SCIENTISTS
Rebel Event Venue / Polson St.
In Support of Mount Sinai 
Hospital
www.support.supportsinai.com

April 1
TORONTO TASTE
@ Corus Quay
In Support of Second Harvest
www.secondharvest.ca

April 6
DARE TO DREAM OUT LOUD 
GALA
Eglinton Grand
In Support of Montage Support 
Services
www.montagesupport.ca

April 7
OVER THE RAINBOW GALA
DISCO GALA
Liberty North Banquet Hall
In Support of Rainbows
www.rainbows.ca

April 18
SAKURA GALA
Royal Ontario Museum
In Support of Japanese 
Canadian Cultural Centre 
+ Dr. Yasufukus Lung Program 
Research
www.tgwhf.ca/event/sakura-gala/

April 19
AGO MIDNIGHT 
MASSIVE PARTY
Art Gallery of Ontario
In Support of Art Gallery of 
Ontario
www.Massiveparty.ca

April 20
THULIR ANNUAL DINNER 
GALA
Scarborough Convention 
Centre
www.tamlmedicallpharma.com

April 21
STARLIGHT CHILDRENS’ 
FOUNDATION GALA
Royal York Hotel
In Support of Starlight 
Childrens’ Foundation
www.Starlightcanada.org

April 25
2018 BEST WORK PLACES 
IN CANADA AWARDS 
CEREMONY
Metro Toronto Convention 
Centre
In Support of Great Places 
to Work Canada
www.greatplacetowork.ca

April 28
SOUTH ASIAN BALL: 
FESTIVAL OF COLOURS
Hilton Toronto/Markham 
Suites
In Support of Markhan 
Stouffville Hospital Foundation
www.Mshf.ca

April 28
8th ANNUAL WILSON 
PROJECT GALA
Deer Creek Golf + Banquet 
Centre, Ajax
Info: info@thewilsonproject.ca





June 21
THE SINAI SOIREE
Globe and Mail Centre, 
351 King St.E.
In Support of Mount Sanai 
Hospital Emergency Dept.
www.support/supportsinai.com

October TBA
EAT TO THE BEAT
Roy Thomson Hall
In Support of Canadian Cancer 
Society
www.eatothebeat.ca

October 18
THE CHOCOLATE BALL 2018
Eglinton Grand
In Support of Prostate Cancer 
Initiatives
www.thechocolateball.com

November TBA
IT’S ALWAYS SOMETHING 
GALA
Sony Centre for the Arts
In Support of Gilda’s Club 
Greater Toronto
www.itsalwayssomething.com

November 9
MIRROR BALL 2018
Westin Harbour Castle
In Support of Look Good Feel 
Better
www.mirror-ball.ca

November 16
LIVERIGHT GALA
Palais Royale
In Support of Canadian Liver 
Foundation
www.liver.ca

November 30
LIMITLESS GALA
Westin Harbour Castle Hilton
In Support of Special Olympics
www.specialolympics.ca

April 28
HAND-IN-HAND GALA
Copper Creek Golf Club
In Support of Cedar Centre
www.handinhandgala.com

May 10
CVC FOUNDATION: 
CONSERVATION GALA 2018
Lionhead Golf + Country 
Conference Centre, Brampton
In Support of Credit Valley 
Conservation Foundation
www.cvcfoundation.ca

May 17
OPERANATION
Four Seasons Centre for 
the Arts
In Support of The Canadian 
Opera Company
www.coc.ca

May 23
DIFFERENCE MAKERS GALA
Metro Toronto Convention 
Centre
In Support of CAMH
www.give.camh.ca

May 28
HEART OF FASHION 2018
Secret Location
In Support of North York Gen-
eral Hospital
www.heartoffashion.ca

May 30
VERSAILLES GALA
The Shangri-La Hotel
In Support of Opera Atellier
www.operaatellier.com

May 31
POWER BALL XX
Harbourfront
In Support of The Power Plant
www.Thepowerplant.org

May 31
SHOUT OUT FOR SHEENA’S 
PLACE
Artscape Wychwood Barns
In Support of Sheena’s Place
www.shoutoutforsheenasplace.
com

May 31
RYAN’S RAYS
2018 GALA DINNER 
+ AUCTION
Carmen’s Banquet Centre
In Support of Christian 
Horizons Global
www.ryansrays.org

June 1
OH! WHAT A NIGHT 
featuring
Pauly + The Goodfellas /
Tribute to Bobby Curtola
Oasis Convention Centre, 
Mississauga
In Support of Abuse Hurts
www.ohwhatanight.com

June 2
FIGHT TO END CANCER
Old Mill Inn
In Support of Princess 
Margaret Hospital Foundation
www.fighttoendcancer.com

June 7
SCRUBS IN THE CITY: 
ROME
Evergreen Brick Works
In Support of Sickkids
www.Skscrubs.com

June 7
VICTORY CHARITY BALL
CBC Studios, Studio 40
In Support of Pinball Clemons 
Foundation
www.victorycharityball.com

June 9
BARBADOS BALL
Pearson Convention Centre
In Support of The Barbados 
Canada Foundation
www.barbadosballcanada.com

June 14
BIG NIGHT OUT 2018
Liberty Grand
In Support of Big Brothers and 
Big Sisters
www.bbbst.com

June 14
EMMANUEL JAL
Centennial College Progress 
Centre
937 Progress Ave.
In Support of Stephen Lewis 
Foundation

IN THE
 NEXT ISSUE:

FUNDRAISERS
PHOTO GALLERY

GOLF TOURNAMENTS
and 

GALA UPDATES



  GALAvanting for a Cause
A GALA IS A BALL … 

and that’s not all!

A BALL or GALA is a festive celebration  normally a black tie 
event. Many of today’s balls and galas are themed to 
create a night of excitement and involvement by patrons who 
pay anywhere from $75 to $1500 a ticket to attend. Although 
most are reserved sit down dinners, some feature a buffet in a  
reception style setting which is a combination of standup and 
limited seating.  

Most galas or balls feature a combination of the several 
elements, such as: a VIP reception, souvenir photos, silent 
auction, live auction, dinner or buffet, open or cash bar, 
speeches, live musical entertainment, added feature 
entertainment, raffles, draws, door prizes, balloon busts, late 
dessert tables and a parting goody bag or souvenir.  

Depending on the price of the ticket and the venue, some 
provide free valet parking and coat check, while others provide 
free self parking. 
 
What used to be considered a night out for the rich and famous 
is now a favourite destination for all ages and walks of life. In 
fact, many galas are affordable and when you consider the 
entertainment value. The price is often not much different than 
going to a concert. 

If you have already been to one or more galas, you know the 
value of having a great night out while supporting a good cause. 

If you have yet to attend one of these social gatherings, try to 
make it to at least one this year. Although we all know that times 
are tight, an evening out with your partner or friends to a gala is 
a great stress reliever and a chance to forget about everything for 
a night.   

Dressing for a gala is part of the fun, so don’t get stressed out 
about what to wear. The rule of thumb is to dress according to 
the event’s theme. If it is elegant and black tie, your invitation 
should note that. Men: Don’t rent a tux unless the event strictly 
calls for one or you want to.  Normally a nice suit or slacks and 
jacket will do. Use your discretion. Women: A ball gown is not 
necessary unless the event specifies in its dress code. You don’t 
have to spend a fortune on a new gown – this is not a wedding. 
Unlike the men, there are a lot of styles you can get away with, 
but again use your own discretion. Dress to impress, but dress so 
that you will be comfortable enough to enjoy yourself. If there 
is a lot of standing and dancing, remember to wear comfortable 
shoes. If you’re sitting most of the night, consider clothing that 
doesn’t crease.   

Galas are memorable events and worth every penny - most of 
the money raised goes to charity. Each year, Toronto holds a 
plethora of world-class galas, balls, creative fundraisers and golf 
tournaments for locals and tourists to gather and socialize, while 
supporting a worthwhile cause. 

COVER STORY:

Front Cover depicts views of the Chocolate 
Ball at the Eglinton Grand (top) and the 
Butterfly Ball at the Four Seasons Hotel in 
Toronto.

Photos courtesy of Toronto Chocolate Fes-
tival and Boost Canada. Butterfly Ball photo 
on cover and the table settings at left taken 
by George Pimentel.
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TORONTO

416-745-0808
www.luxerentals.com
info@luxerentals.com

#luxerentals
@luxerentals

MONTREAL

514-989-1818


